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Here's another watercolor background for you to try in honor of National Watercolor Month!  I 
painted this background on Fluid 100 watercolor paper  as the setting for the beautiful lighthouse 
from the Lighthouse Point Bundle (stamps and dies).  Step by step instructions are provided.  Let's 
go!

Card Cuts:
Card Base - Cut 1 Real Red cardstock to 11" x 4-1/4", score at 5-1/2"•
Watercolor Panel - Cut 1 Fluid 100 Watercolor Paper to 5-1/4" x 4"•
Scraps of Basic White, Real Red, Daffodil Delight and Basic Black cardstock to die cut 
the lighthouse components

•

Scraps of Basic White and Basic Black cardstock to stamp and die cut the sentiment 
label and its mat.

•

Inside Panel - Cut 1 Basic White cardstock to 5-3/8" x 4-1/8"•

1. 

First, die cut the components for the lighthouse and assemble (the lighthouse needs to be 
assembled before moving on to the watercolor panel):

Die cut 1 of the solid lighthouse image from Basic White cardstock•
Die cut 1 of the lighthouse with the cutouts.  Adhere the cutout lighthouse image to the •

2. 
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solid lighthouse image.
Die cut 1 of the lighthouse with the cutouts in Real Red cardstock.  Save the lighthouse 
"stripes" and adhere the red stripes in the assembled white lighthouse unit.

•

Using the lighthouse die with the cutouts, die cut 1 of just the top of the lighthouse, 
including the windows, in Daffodil Delight.  You do not need to cut a full image of the 
lighthouse in Daffodil Delight...you only need the window cutouts.  Adhere the Daffodil 
Delight cutouts onto the white lighthouse unit.

•

Using the lighthouse die with the cutouts, die cut 1 of just the base of the lighthouse in 
Basic Black.  You do not need to cut out the entire lighthouse in Basic Black, you only 
need the base of the lighthouse.  Using Scissors, finish detaching the base from the die 
cut and glue on top of the white lighthouse unit.

•

There is a small sliver that is die cut from the cutout lighthouse die at the very top of 
the lighthouse.  Use a black marker to color this small horizontal sliver, then adhere to 
the lighthouse unit.  Use a black marker to color in the remaining slats (three above the 
windows and two below the windows).

•

Stamp the sentiment "Sending you Love & Light" in Real Red ink onto a scrap piece of Basic 
White cardstock.  Die cut the sentiment using the smallest sentiment die from the Lighthouse 
dies set.  Cut 1 Basic Black sentiment label using the largest sentiment die from the 
Lighthouse dies set.  Adhere the white, stamped sentiment to its black mat.

3. 

 Watercoloring the background scene:
Place the lighthouse on top of the watercolor panel (do not adhere) towards the left of 
the panel.

With a pencil, lightly mark the watercolor paper to indicate where the lighthouse 
beam should be.  Using a ruler draw a line slightly upwards and draw a line 
slightly downwards from this mark.  The beam will be narrow at the left edge and 
expand outwards towards the right.  Refer to photo at the top of the page.
Now, make a mark where the horizon line should be (area between sky and 
sea).  Use a ruler to lightly draw a horizontal line across the watercolor panel.
Remove the lighthouse from the watercolor panel, then with a pencil, lightly 
indicate where the rocks should be.  I started slightly above the horizon line on 
the left and drew in some jagged lines towards the bottom right of the watercolor 
panel.
Important:  Using a good eraser, erase all pencil lines to lighten them up as 
much as possible so they won't show when you paint the panel.  You don't 
want to completely erase the lines but lighten them enough that you can still see 
them.

•
4. 
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Either squeeze your Daffodil Delight ink pad to transfer ink to the lid, or dab the ink pad onto 
a stamp block to prepare for painting.  You can also drop Daffodil Delight ink from a reinker 
bottle onto a stamp block.  Using at least the medium sized Water Painter brush or a #6 
watercolor brush, follow the lines you drew in for the lighthouse beam and paint this area 
using Daffodil Delight ink.  It helps if you wet the area with water first but be careful to stay 
within the beam lines.  Let the watercolor panel dry completely before moving to the 
next step.

•
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Next, using Balmy Blue ink, mix the ink with water and paint in a light blue sky.  Be careful 
when painting around the lighthouse beam and paint down to the rock and horizon line, but 
not over these lines.  As you are painting in the sky, leave a few streaks of white to indicate 
clouds if you like.  Let the watercolor panel dry completely before moving to the next 
step.

•

Using clean water, wet the rock area of the watercolor panel before painting - this will help 
the ink spread more smoothly.  Using Gray Granite ink mixed with water, paint in the rock 
area.  Don't worry about indicating any rocks yet, just try to get smooth coverage with the 
Gray Granite ink.  Once this area is painted in, use a darker mixture of Gray Granite ink (less 
water) and with your brush, indicate the bottoms of rocks.  Wherever you place a darker 
Gray Granite mixture will indicate the bottoms or sides of rocks.  Have fun with this!  It does 
not need to be perfect!  Just giving the indication of light and dark in this area will trick your 
mind into seeing "rocks"...it's true!  Let the watercolor panel dry completely before 
moving to the next step.

•
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Lastly, paint in the sea using Pacific Point ink.  As the ink began to dry on the watercolor 
paper, I came back in with a small brush and used a darker mixture of Pacific Point ink just 
at the top of the horizon line.   An ocean will always appear darker at the horizon line.  You 
can also streak some darker ink through this area to indicate waves or movement of the 
water.

•
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Optional:  This next part is more advanced and you can give it a try, or stick with what 
you've painted so far. 

You can add some sea spray just above the horizon line by splattering Pacific Point ink 
onto the paper.  Use a scrap piece of paper to cover up most of the sky before doing 
this, otherwise you'll have blue ink where you don't want it!  To splatter the watercolor, 
load the brush with color and a fair amount of water, then strike the brush against 
another brush, or pencil to splatter the color onto the paper.  I also used a dry brush 
technique to indicate sea spray by loading the brush with color and very little water, 
then swiping the side of the brush just above the horizon line.  Lastly I came in with 
some white craft ink to lighten some of the areas of the sea spray, and also used the 
white craft ink to make some lighter lines along the rocks to indicate the tops of waves.

•

Using Multipurpose Liquid Glue, adhere the watercolor panel the the front of the card base.  
Be generous with the glue as the watercolor panel is thick and will want to curl.

5. 

Using Stampin' Dimensionals adhere the lighthouse to the card front, on top of the 
watercolor panel.  It really comes to life now!

6. 

Apply several Stampin' Dimensionals to the back of the sentiment label, but only where they 
will not come into contact with the lighthouse.  You can dab a small amount of glue or 
Stampin' Seal where the sentiment label makes contact with the lighthouse.

7. 

Add three Basic Rhinestone Jewels to the card front near the water.8. 
For the inside panel, stamp the lighthouse in Gray Granite ink, then 2nd generation stamp 9. 
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the lighthouse beam in Daffodil Delight.  Use a Stampin' Blends Daffodil Delight marker to 
color in the windows of the lighthouse.  Stamp the rocks in Soft Suede ink towards the base 
of the lighthouse.  Adhere this panel to the inside of the card base.  Repeat this stamping for 
the front of the envelope.

The card is complete!  I will admit that this card took a bit of time to create...but so worth it!  I hope 
you give it a try.  If you're new to watercoloring I recommend practicing first on an inexpensive 
watercolor paper until you get the hang of it.  Have fun!

Products used to make this card are included on the next page.    
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Lighthouse Point 
Bundle (English) - 

158907

Price: $51.25

Add to Cart

Fluid 100 
Watercolor Paper - 

149612

Price: $9.00

Add to Cart

Real Red 8-1/2" X 
11" Cardstock - 

102482

Price: $9.25

Add to Cart

Basic White 8-1/2" 
X 11" Cardstock - 

159276

Price: $10.25

Add to Cart

Basic Black 8-1/2" 
X 11" Cardstock - 

121045

Price: $9.25

Add to Cart

Daffodil Delight 8-
1/2" X 11" 

Cardstock - 
119683

Price: $9.25

Add to Cart

Basic White 
Medium Envelopes 

- 159236

Price: $7.50

Add to Cart

Real Red Classic 
Stampin' Pad - 

147084

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Daffodil Delight 
Classic Stampin' 

Pad - 147094

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Soft Suede Classic 
Stampin' Pad - 

147115

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Gray Granite 
Classic Stampin' 

Pad - 147118

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Pacific Point 
Classic Stampin' 

Pad - 147098

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Balmy Blue Classic 
Stampin' Pad - 

147105

Price: $8.00

Add to Cart

Whisper White 
Craft Stampin' Ink 

Refill - 101780

Price: $4.50

Add to Cart

Water Painters - 
151298

Price: $13.00

Add to Cart
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Rhinestone Basic 
Jewels - 144220

Price: $6.00

Add to Cart

Multipurpose 
Liquid Glue - 

110755

Price: $4.00

Add to Cart

Stampin' 
Dimensionals - 

104430

Price: $4.25

Add to Cart

Paper Trimmer - 
152392

Price: $25.00

Add to Cart

Stampin' Cut & 
Emboss Machine - 

149653

Price: $125.00

Add to Cart
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